Sample Itinerary

This sample itinerary provides a taste of Hillel's birthright israel Program.  Actual details and dates of Penn’s trip may vary.

Day One: Arrival

Arrive to festive welcome party at Ben Gurion International Airport 

Transfer to hotel in downtown Tel Aviv 

Welcome program: "The Hillel Israel Experience" 

Dinner with Tel Aviv University students 

Experience the nightlife of Tel Aviv 

Overnight: Tel Aviv 

Day Two: Searching For Roots

Breakfast at the hotel 

Explore Tel Aviv, Israel's largest and most cosmopolitan city 

Conversation about the idea of a Jewish homeland 

Visit Nachalat Binyamin pedestrian mall and Shenkin, Tel Aviv's most avant-garde of streets 

Falafel lunch in the Bezalel Market 

Tour a covert munitions factory used by the pre-state Jewish militia 

Participate in an archaeological dig at Beit Guvrin, site of some 2,000 human-made caves 

Dinner and presentation by storyteller at hotel 

Visit and free time in the Old City of Jaffa, renovated artists' colony and ancient port 

Overnight: Tel Aviv 

Day Three: Majority-Minority Relations: Yesterday And Today

Visit Druze Village and discuss the relationship of Arabs with State of Israel 

Interactive visit and text study at Zippori, an excavated ancient city 

Conversation about living in a minority culture vs. majority culture 

Visit Tzfat, a center of Jewish mysticism for hundreds of years 

Dinner at kibbutz 

Overnight: Kibbutz in Northern Israel 

Day Four: Nature And Security

Meet military specialist to discuss Israel's presence in Lebanon and relations with Arab neighbors 

Hike in the largest tributary of the Jordan River, near the Biblical settlement of Dan 

Jeep tour climbing the Golan Heights 

Picnic lunch on Golan Heights 

Conversation in an ancient Katzrin Synagogue about continuity and change in the modern world 

Meet with Golan Heights resident to discuss peace negotiations with Syria 

Rest and Relaxation 

Dinner at Kibbutz 

Israeli Dancing 

Overnight: Kibbutz in Northern Israel 

Day Five: Vision And Reality

Travel to Jerusalem 

Picturesque view of the Old City of Jerusalem from The Hebrew University on Mt. Scopus 

Israel Expo, an interactive program fair with workshops and exhibits from an array of Israel programs and ompanies 

Lunch at Machane Yehuda outdoor market 

Welcoming the Shabbat with Philly students

Festive dinner at hotel 

Overnight: Jerusalem 

Day Six: Shabbat In Jerusalem

Options for Shabbat Services: Experiential, Egalitarian, Traditional "Shabbat: A Palace in Time," text study facilitated by Hillel staff 

Kiddush luncheon at hotel 

Free time 

Options for Shabbat afternoon program: 

  Guided walk along ramparts of the Old City of Jerusalem 

  Visit the Israel Museum 

  Program with Jerusalem artists and poets 

  Walking tour of political and cultural borders in the modern city of Jerusalem 

Group Havdalah service marking the end of Shabbat 

Jerusalem Gala - gathering of 3,000 students for a celebration and gala entertainment at the Jerusalem Convention Center 

Overnight: Jerusalem 

Day Seven: The Layers Of Jewish Life In Israel

Conversation about spirituality and community in the Old City 

Lunch in the Old City's Jewish Quarter 

Introduction to complexities of the current negotiations between

Israelis and the Palestinians 

Dialogue with students from Jewish settlements 

Dialogue with Palestinian students 

Dinner and free time 

Overnight: Jerusalem 

Day Eight: Strategies For Jewish Survival

Introduction: "The Drive to Survive" 

Climb Masada, King Herod's mountain palace; site of Jewish

Zealots' last stand against Romans 

Conversation about ancient Judaism and pluralism 

Cover yourself in mud, bathe in sulfur springs, and float in the Dead Sea 

Optional hike to waterfalls 

Overnight: Jerusalem 

Day Nine: Memory And Continuity

Discussion with Holocaust survivor 

Visit Yad Vashem, the museum and memorial of the Holocaust 

Visit the graves of Theodore Herzl, founder of modern Zionism, and Yitzhak Rabin, late Prime Minister of Israel; hear personal stories from Israelis about their fallen comrades 

Conversation about civil religion and tradition 

Lunch and shopping on Ben Yehuda promenade 

Program on ecology and Judaism and tree planting ceremony with

JNF on Campus Hill 

Dinner at hotel 

Free time in Jerusalem 

Overnight: Jerusalem 

Day Ten: View To The Future

Seminar with noted authors, educators and Members of Knesset on "Israel-Diaspora Relationship-Where Are We Going?" 

VIP visit to Knesset, Israel's parliament, including meeting with

Knesset members 

Free Time 

Program and visit to Israeli Air Force base 

Wrap up session 

Farewell dinner and good-bye party 

Overnight: Flight

